
What is the Gospel? 
 
 We are continuing our study of the gospel from 1 Cor 15:1-4, which reads as 
follows: 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  

 At this point of our examination, we need to ask ourselves why is it that the 
apostle does not provide us with any Old Testament Scriptures that specifically teach 
the gospel?  In v. 3 he states that “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures” 
and that he had received this teaching from another source whom we have identified to 
be the Lord Jesus Christ.  Then, in the next verse, he states that Christ “was buried 
[and] raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.”  Why does he not cite 
any Old Testament Scriptures supplying this information?  After all, several Old 
Testament passages deal with this matter and it is very likely that Paul would have been 
very familiar with them. 

 In the first place, we must remember that Paul was a very devout Jew.  
According to his own testimony, he was of unquestionable pedigree where his Jewish 
ethnicity as well as his religious status was concerned.  He was “circumcised on the 
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to 
the law, a Pharisee;” Phi 3:6.  He excelled by “.. advancing in Judaism beyond many of 
my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my 
fathers.”  Gal 1:14.  Concerning his steadfast prosecution of his faith, was he not 
unparalleled in his zeal as “a persecutor of the church; [and] as to righteousness under 
the law, blameless.”?  Phi 3:7.  Surely he was the religious fanatic who “ persecuted the 
church of God violently and tried to destroy it.”!  Gal 1:13. 

 Bearing in mind Paul’s learned religious background, we can safely deduce that 
he was very familiar with several or all of the Old Testament passages attesting to the 
resurrection in general and to that of Jesus in particular.  Surely he would have known 
of the doctrine of the resurrection from Job who, in a manner of speaking, suffered 
death but who faithfully proclaimed, “For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last 
he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh 
I shall see God, ..”  Job 19:25-26.  Clearly he would have also understood this doctrine 
from the prophet Daniel: “..But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone 
whose name shall be found written in the book.  And many of those who sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt.”  12:1-2.  Is it not very likely that he was taught and in turn did 
teach this truth from Isa 25:7-8 in which God promises restoration to his people by 
swallowing up the dark veil that covered the nations like a menacing shroud, even 
“death forever;” at which time he would “wipe away tears from all faces, and the 
reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, ..”   Undoubtedly this learned 
apostle was familiar with the premier Old Testament text addressing the Person and 
work of Jesus Christ, the Suffering Servant, Isa 52:13-53:12, for indeed he quotes Isa 
53:1 in Rom 10:16: “But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, 
who has believed what he has heard from us?" ” 


